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an open question as to whether these awards are sufficient when consideration
is given to the improved food value of the product.
A producer who is careful in his methods and is capable of producing milk
with low bacterial counts should seriously consider the question of marketing
one of the various grades of designated milks for which a higher price is
obtainable, and for which there will be a ready retail sale now that legislation
is enforcing compulsion and when the public becomes more milk-conscious.
Educational Measures
It can be categorically stated that there is still a great need for the better
education of the producer, the distributor, and the consumer.
Much has already been done, and is still being done to educate the farmer
and the dairyman to a realisation of their responsibilities as producers and
distributors of one of the most important of the nation's food-stuffs. Assist-
ance can be given in a variety of ways, as follows :
(1)   Clean Milk Competitions.    These are at present in abeyance except in
certain cases where they are organised by members of the distributive trade.    It
is probable that they will re-appear in various forms as useful educative measures.
(2)   Advisory Services by Agricultural Colleges and County Council Agricul-
ture Organisers who carry on a certain amount of advisory work.
(3)   Courses in the handling and distribution of clean milk for producers,
distributors and their employees together with demonstrations.    These courses
are extremely important and most urgently required.
(4)   The National Agricultural Advisory Service which came into being in
October, 1946, and took over the duties formerly carried out by County Council
Educational Services, through its specialist milk officers, gives advice to both
producers and distributors, on request.
(5)   Advisory services provided by Local Authorities for distributors of milk.
Every public health official should be capable of giving advice to distributors, if
required.
(6)   Propaganda of various kinds, both verbal and printed.
Clean Milk Competitions which had, up to the commencement of the
War, been in operation since 1919 have caused an increased interest in clean
milk production, while they have had a markedly beneficial effect upon the
hygienic production of milk. By this means the right type of man for
milker has in many cases been found, while, in addition, by the example of
one producer, others have been stimulated to greater efforts. These competi-
tions have also brought to the notice of wholesale and retail distributors, as
well as to the general public, those persons who can and do produce better
milk. Clean milk competitions have usually been held under the auspices of
Count}?* Agricultural Education Authorities in conjunction with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries. Their main object has been to demonstrate
that good quality milk which will keep well can be produced by conscientious
farmers without expensive plant and specially constructed buildings. The
usual conditions which applied were :
(1)  The competition was normally spread over six or twelve months, one
sample of milk being taken each month,
(2)  Samples from the various competitors were taken on the same day at the
same temperature.    " Surprise " samples were also taken,
(3)  The competition usually provided for three classes of competitors, as
follows :
(a)  Competition for novices,
(b)  Competition for producers other than, novices or graded milk licence
holders.